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Dear Friends:

The transformation from fall to winter is just beginning at the Reclaimed Flambeau Mine Nature 
Trails and Recreation Area.  Every day, as the leaves fall, I see more and more hikers and horseback 
riders hitting the nature and equestrian trails for a relaxing getaway.  

I’m always amazed at the new sights and sounds that accompany autumn, so with that in mind, 
I thought it would be as good a time as any to assemble another newsletter and update you on 
what’s happening on and off the site. Additionally, in our effort to keep the community informed of 
activity at the site, I wanted to share with you the results of our most recent ongoing environmental 
monitoring. 

As you may remember, in accordance with the Certificate of Completion we received in 2007 for 
the reclaimed portion of the site, we agreed to conduct soil and sediment testing during 2008.  We 
recently completed monitoring in 35 locations throughout the Reclaimed Mine Site, the Industrial 
Park and in streambeds adjacent to the site.  As expected, varying copper levels were found in the 
35 soil and sediment samples, but all are at acceptable levels and pose no threat to the environment.  

Also as expected, testing of surface water in these same areas confirm that the concentrations remain solely in the low-lying 
areas and pose no threat to the environment.  This monitoring, like all past monitoring of the site, shows that the environment 
and Flambeau River remain protected.

In addition to the required monitoring, Flambeau has historically completed voluntary monitoring.  As such, 34 additional 
locations were voluntarily monitored.  Those results, too, show that the environment is protected.  However, a ditch along 
Copper Park Lane, which collects storm water runoff from the Industrial Outlot’s public access road, had higher copper 
concentrations than other areas monitored.  
														                		  continued...

Jana Murphy
Environmental Manager
Flambeau Mining Company
N4100 Hwy. 27
Ladysmith, WI  54848
715-532-6690, Ext. 2
murphyj@kennecott.com



Reclaimed Site Plays Host 
to Leaf it to Rusk activities    

Once again, the Reclaimed Flambeau Mine joined in the 
Leaf it to Rusk festivities by playing host to a community 
horseback trail ride along the Copper Park Equestrian 
Trails on September 27th.  More than 80 community 
members from Rusk County and beyond, both horse 
owners and non-horse owners alike, turned out to hit the 
trails for a day of trail and wagon rides.   

“I want to give special thanks 
to Turning Point Stable, owned 
by Linda Flater, for providing 
the saddle horses and to Bob 
Roach for providing horse 
drawn wagon rides,” said Ruth 
Johnson, president of the 
Flambeau Riders.  “And thank 
you to all who donated chili and 
baked goods.  The funds raised 

will help make added improvements to the Copper Park 
Equestrian Trails and Trailhead.”

Additionally, the Flambeau Mining Company co-
sponsored a month-long geocaching contest leading up 
to the start of the annual Leaf it to Rusk celebration.  
Participants in the geocaching contest, also known as a 
high-tech scavenger hunt, used a hand-held GPS device 
to find hidden treasures, called caches, located throughout 
Rusk County. The reclaimed mine site and trails on 
Flambeau Mining Company property featured five of the 
25 caches that participants were asked to locate. 

Though the geocaching contest is over, GPS units, 
donated by the Flambeau Mining Company, are available 
for rent at the Rusk County Visitors Center for those 
interested in trying their hand at the activity.  Several 
caches, including those on the reclaimed mine site, remain 
hidden throughout Rusk County. 

For more information about geocaching and how you can 
become a geocaching enthusiast, visit  
www.ruskcounty.org.

Since questions were raised about Stream C during 
the COC process and since this ditch could be 
claimed to be a possible source of copper for Stream 
C, we are voluntarily removing the soil from the 
ditch and will regrade and seed the area yet this fall.  
Even though the levels of copper in the ditch pose 
no threat, we are doing this monitoring and work 
on a voluntary basis because we want to continue 
our pledge to employ the highest environmental 
standards at the site.  We expect this project to be 
complete in early November and no further work 
is anticipated as indicated by the results of our 
extensive monitoring. 

We pride ourselves on having the best possible 
environmental record for this site, and we know how 
important our record is for the community and the 
state, so I wanted to share the most recent results 
and summarize upcoming work.  

We’ll also keep you posted on activities we host or 
in which we are involved.  In this newsletter, take a 
look at the fun had by attendees of Leaf it to Rusk 
and read about our collaborative effort with local 
artists.

If you have any questions about the site or how it 
can be utilized by the community, please feel free to 
contact me personally.  And, remember, even after 
the snow falls, the site is open and is a great spot for 
snowshoeing, cross country skiing and more.
 

Jana Murphy
Reclamation and Environmental 
Services Manager
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Area Artists Featured in 
2009 Calendar

As highlighted in the last newsletter, the Flambeau 
Mining Company has collaborated with the Rusk Area 
Arts Alliance (RAAA) to feature local artists and their 
work in the upcoming 2009 Reclaimed Flambeau Mine 
calendar. 

In previous years, the calendar has given area residents 
an up-close look at the plant and wildlife now thriving 
on the reclaimed site as well as the many recreational 
activities and events at the site in which the community 
has taken part.   

“For the 2009 calendar, 
we wanted to take it a step 
further by showcasing 
the work of some of Rusk 
County’s most talented 
artists, and provide the 
opportunity to present their 
vision, in whatever medium 
they choose, of what the 
site means to them,” said 
Jana Murphy, reclamation 
and environmental services 

manager for the Flambeau Mining Company.  “We 
believe this collaboration was a great success, and we 
look forward to sharing the chosen work with the entire 
community.”

A committee made up of Karen Ek, Jana Murphy and 
John Terrill chose the following artists and their work 
to be featured.  

	 •	 �Julie Y. Brockbank, “Rest Awhile-Eagle” (oil 
painting) & “Winding Trail-Flambeau Reclaimed 
Mine Site” (oil painting)

	 •	 �Susanne v. Schroeder, “Hepaticas” (photograph) 
& “Black Eyed Susans on a Foggy Morning” 
(photograph)

	 •	 �Tommy Thomsen, “Nature’s Reclamation” 
(acrylic painting)

	 •	 �Bonnie Ohmstead, “Winter Weasel” (acrylic 
painting) & “Prairie Crossing” (acrylic painting)

	 •	 �Phil Ruege, “Dewy Daisy” (photograph)

	 •	 �Andrea Schneeberg, “Curious Chickadee” 
(photograph) & “Notice the Little Things” 
(photograph)

	 •	 �Nancy Wheeler, “Turtle Weaving” (weaving)

	 •	 �Chuck Mogensen, “Marsh Scene” (oil painting) & 
“Marsh Trail” (oil painting)

“Our members jumped at the opportunity to share 
their work with the community.  The site’s natural 
environment provided the perfect inspiration for the 
artists, which is depicted so beautifully in the work 
chosen for the calendar,” said Nancy Wheeler, RAAA 
president and member of the coordinating committee for 
the calendar project.  Proceeds will benefit the RAAA.

Residents will have an opportunity to get an up-close 
look at the chosen artwork on December 6, when 
the artwork will be on display at the Mount Senario 
Fine Art Center, during Ladysmith’s Winter Magic. 
Residents can receive a calendar by making a donation 
to RAAA,. 

For information on how to obtain a 2009 Flambeau 
Mine Calendar or on how to become an RAAA member, 
visit www.ruskarts.org or contact Nancy Wheeler at 
(715) 532-6298 or ruskarts@gmail.org.
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